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Join the team on October 28 at 10 AM. Our goal is to plant 500 daffodil bulbs around the church
to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
Why? Because the Reformation is a big deal. It changed the course of western history. And the
trigger was a monk named Martin Luther.
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted on the door of All Saints’ Church and other churches
in Wittenberg a challenge to church leaders to reform abuses that had corrupted the gospel. His
95 Theses were quickly reprinted and ignited a pamphlet war that would result in the rise of
Protestant thought. Our Protestant tradition began as a protest movement. That’s how we got the
name.
Within a generation, the Reformation had created major shifts in power. The Bible was translated
from Latin to languages that people actually spoke. With the advent of the printing press, access
to the Bible increased, and with that access, literacy rose. Literacy created new opportunities for
commerce and trade and the break-down of the feudal structure. The middle class began its rise.
Authority centered in Rome started to lose influence. Kings sat more uneasily on their thrones.
Individual rights and freedoms grew out of the ability for believers to read and interpret the Bible
for themselves.
It was a tumultuous time, but out of that tumult, democracy emerged and a new respect for scientific inquiry. No longer was there an unquestioned authority that could speak for God.
The theologian Paul Tillich summed it up when he said, “Whenever a person, institution or
movement claims that its values are God’s values, its truth God’s truth, its actions God’s actions,”
Protestantism says “No!” God is more than we can define, categorize or imagine.
There are still a lot of people, institutions and movements that claim to speak for God, so I guess
after 500 years we still have our work cut out for us. And one way to announce that the Reformation isn’t a dusty old concept in a history book is to partner up with daffodils.
Like those bulbs planted in the soil, a great challenge was planted deep in our history. We are
called to find the good news for this time and place in our ancient story. Maybe we look as dried
up and dead as a bulb in the fall, but like the daffy ,we have more in store. It is up to us to find
ways to let the gospel bloom in our day.
Come spring we will have 500 trumpets calling us to a new Reformation!
~ Vicky

Our Tree of Life
On September 10th, our third graders were presented with
Bibles that we hope that they will use to discover the “more”
that is God, not just on Sundays in their Godly Play groups.
We hope that these Bibles will travel with them throughout
their lives. After the third graders received their Bibles, they
opened to a page marked with a special bookmark created for
them by Sarallyn Keller. This was the verse highlighted on
that page, a verse that we all read together. It comes from
I Corinthians 16. Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.
Receiving third grade Bibles this fall were: Madelyn
Brenneman, Kiely Chiarutini, Kathryn Dubois, Miles Gilkes,
Grace Goranson, Allison Knapik, Ryan Mulloy, Kyle Rovelli,
Keith Sanborn and Caleigh Toye.

We welcome to the world, Alexander
Halowell Martin Jr. “AJ” was born on
September 18th, weighing in at 6 pounds
14 ounces. The proud parents are Alex &
Alison Martin and the proud grandparents
are Gail Martin “GG” and Carolyn
Cheever “CC.” The local uncle who is
acquiring nieces and nephews at quite a clip is Steve Williams.
Our prayers surround the family and friends of Rick Hayes.
Rick died on September 16th of a very aggressive cancer that
he held a bay far longer than was expected. And he used that
time to make precious memories with his wife, Jayne, his
parents, Dick and Anna, and his children and grandchildren.
We gathered to celebrate his life on September 26 at Everett’s
and then returned to the vestry for a reception coordinated by
the Congregational Care team and many generous volunteers.
Rick was a musician and a craftsman and a great guitar teacher
for his niece, Angela.
Our good friend, Lorraine Oakes developed a serious infection
in her hand in September, and after her hospitalization continued her recuperation at Oak Knoll Rehab in Framingham.
While she was recovering, her family moved her belongings
back to her new apartment in Natick. Her new address is 145
Mill St., Apt. 330W, Natick, MA 01760

Backpack blessings launched our Godly Play and Connect
young people into a new year of learning, not just in church,
but also in school and on the field and in music lessons and
dance and gymnastic classes and all the other places that
they will travel with their backpacks. We blessed them with
a prayer adapted from our friends at Old South Church in
Boston. O God, bless these backpacks. Make them strong for
their job of helping our children to learn. May their straps
never break, their padding never give out, their zippers never
jam. May they never be forgotten in strange places. May the
burdens in them be light, and may the bodies that bear them be
strong and growing, and blessed by your love. In the name of
the great Teacher at whose knee we are all students. Amen.

The family and friends of June Gibb gathered in our sanctuary
on September 16th to remember and celebrate her life. June
was the wife of the Reverend Bob Gibb, who served our congregation until his death in 1986.
We hold Paul Collins and his family in our thoughts and prayers
in their time of loss.. They gathered at Everett’s on September
18th to remember and celebrate the life of his wife, Wendy.
Paul and Wendy were married in this church 42 years ago on
September 14th
On September 25 at Dell Park Cemetery, the family and friends
of Ken Kukstis gathered to remember and celebrate his life.
Ken died on August 20 after taking full advantage of four years
in remission from cancer. He and Ingrid had hoped to celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary together next April.
We celebrate with Liz Hanna who was our guest preacher on
September 24th. Following worship, she met with our Coordinating Council to seek their endorsement of beginning the discernment process for ordination in the United Church of Christ.
Liz has a particular interest in the intersection of theology and
ecology. She is in her second year at Yale Divinity School in
New Haven. The Coordinating Council offered a unanimous
endorsement!
We send our congratulations to Chris
Parker and Jessica Kelley, who announced their engagement on September
28th and are planning a fall 2018 wedding. Chris is the son of Lynne Parker.

UCC leaders respond with a
message of love, inclusiveness
to ‘Nashville Statement'
August 30, 2017
Written by Anthony Moujaes

The leadership of the United Church of Christ is denouncing a 'beliefs statement' issued by a coalition of
evangelical conservatives, by reasserting the inclusive
positions adopted by the General Synod that celebrate the
diversity of humanity.
In rebuking the statement — issued on Aug. 29 by the
Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, which
indicates that marriage should be between a man and
woman, and condemns the acceptance of "homosexual
immorality or transgenderism," UCC leaders point out
that every unique individual was created by a loving God.
"As a 21st century Christian leading a denomination that
serves the Still-Speaking God, I am proud to say that
neither gender identity nor sexual orientation impede
God's ability and willingness to love us just the way She
created us," said UCC General Minister and President the
Rev. John Dorhauer. "I honor Her when I do the same."
The Rev. Michael Schuenemeyer, UCC advocate for
health and wholeness advocacy, said that the Nashville
Statement, which outlines 14 beliefs around issues of
human sexuality — including marriage, gender identity,
sexual orientation, and separate gender roles — is an "affront to the Still-speaking God who will not be contained
by the narrow-mindedness of God's people."
"The work of creation and the life and ministry of Jesus
are a testament to God's inclusive nature as the source
of diversity and God's concern for the marginalized,"
Schuenemeyer said in a statement endorsed by leaders of
the church and the Open and Affirming Coalition. "Sexual orientation and gender identity in all their diversity
are divine gifts which are integral to human personhood.
They are bestowed on each of us in different ways that
each of us may experience life in abundance. The love
commandment of Jesus — to love God with your whole
being and your neighbor as yourself — calls on people of
all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions
to live out these gifts in ways that are just and loving
toward ourselves and in our relationship with others."
To join other people of faith and add your name to the
growing list of those opposing the views espoused by the
Nashville Statement, visit: openandaffirming.org/signthe-petition-the-nashville-statement-is-an-affront-to-ourvalues-as-christians/.

Stewardship Sunday is November 5th @ 10:30 AM
First, a confession. Potential is one of my favorite words.
As a teacher, a parent, and advisor, working with young people,
encouraging them to discover who they are and what they can
accomplish, in spite of difficulties, roadblocks and questions, has
been and continues to be one of the most inspiring parts of my life.
As a member of FCC Natick, recalling our congregation’s unique
founding history, and still feeling the energy and passion that
infuses our efforts today, keeps me coming back for more.
This giving season encourages us to Rejoice and Celebrate and
to recall the Potential found in the words of Hymn #482...”In the
bulb, there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree..”
For us, Hope is not a passive wish. Our faith-based hope gives
us strength, courage, and boldness that, by learning, praying, and
working together, we may be transformed and inspired.
Each and every one of you who makes up this dynamic and loving community makes possible how FCC reaches out and shares
its message of God’s love. From Natick’s Front Porch, to hosting
mothers, fathers, and children for Family Promise, to standing up
for our interfaith neighbors, to standing up against gun violence,
to breaking bread together at Lunch Bunch. It’s who we are and
what we do that makes us thankful for this community we call
FCC Natick. Your time, your presence, your enthusiasm, your
prayers make us stronger.
Now is the time for Generosity with our financial gifts: your
Commitment provides the foundation for the budgeting process
that will provide for next year’s programs, salaries, and services.
Your Pledge, be it a weekly check, automatic bank payments,
cash donations, or other financial method, allows FCC Natick to
fulfill its potential as the cornerstone of our community and as our
spiritual home, filled with the blessings, memories, and love of
our still-speaking God.
Thank you for reflecting upon your experiences at FCC and for
making your Pledge for 2018 as we enter the season of Thanks
and Gratitude.
On behalf of your Stewardship Team,
Bill Ladd and Jeanette Szretter

Vicky to Participate in the
Environmental Action Sunday:
Climate Reality Project
Lyme Disease with Rep. David
Leadership Corps training in
Linsky
Pittsburgh, October 17th to 19th Sunday, November 5 @ noon

The Environmental Protection Agency
cites CDC figures showing the nation’s
incidence of Lyme disease has more than
doubled since 1991 and climate change
has contributed to the increase by expanding the range of ticks and changing the predator/prey balance.
Representative David Linsky has advocated for Lyme patients
and families for many years, chairing review committees and
serving on the Massachusetts Lyme Disease Commission.
The Commission called for mandatory insurance coverage for
long-term Lyme disease treatment. Legislation concerning
long-term antiobiotic treatment became law last July. RepreThe mission of the Climate Reality Project is to catalyze a
sentative Linksy will be joined by Jean Sniffin whose nursing
global solution to the climate crisis by making urgent action
career has brought her into contact with patients and options
a necessity across every level of society. With seas rising and
for treatment.
storms becoming more and more devastating, the reality of
climate change has never been clearer. But with clean energy A pizza lunch will be served. Sign up during coffeehour or
solutions like wind and solar getting more affordable, batter- RSVP to admin@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971.
ies getting better and buildings becoming more efficient every
year, neither has the way forward.
The next training for the Climate Reality Project Leadership Corps is coming up in October and Vicky is excited to
be participating with others who are committed to spreading awareness about the climate crisis and working toward
solutions. The Leadership Corps provides training in climate
science, communications and community organizing to better
tell the story of climate change and inspire individuals and
neighborhoods and towns and communities to take action.
Among those presenting at this conference will be the founder
of the Climate Reality Project and former US Vice President
Al Gore.

At TCAN on October 15:
“An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power”
@ 4:00 and 7:30 PM

Also on November 5th, “Keep
Natick Beautiful” invites you
to a screening of “A Plastic
Ocean”

3 - 5 PM @ Common Street Spiritual Center,
13 Common Street in Natick

You can get a glimpse into the impact of the Climate Reality Project in the recently released movie, An Inconvenient
Sequel: Truth to Power. TCAN will be screening An Inconvenient Sequel on October 15. Sustainable Natick will host
a post-film Q&A at both the 4:00 and 7:30 PM showings on
to educate and engage residents in taking action on climate
change and gather input for the ongoing climate-focused municipal vulnerability planning process.
TCAN will be selling tickets at a discounted member price of
$10 to people who use the code SUSTAIN10 when they buy
their tickets online (http://www.natickarts.org/performance/
film-inconvenient-sequel-truth-power-2017-10-15). This is
a great opportunity to support our community partners and to
get the word out about how we can take action.

A Plastic Ocean begins when journalist Craig Leeson,
searching for the elusive blue whale, discovers plastic waste
in what should be pristine ocean. In this adventure documentary, Craig teams up with free diver Tanya Streeter and
an international team of scientists and researchers, and they
travel to twenty locations around the world over the next
four years to explore the fragile state of our oceans, uncover
alarming truths about plastic pollution, and reveal working
solutions that can be put into immediate effect.

Becoming an Immigrant
Welcoming Congregation
Thursday evenings, November 2 & 9 @ 7 PM
Our sacred texts are saturated with stories of immigrants and
refugees. What do we hear in those stories? What is our role
and responsibility as a congregation in the ongoing national
conversation about immigration?

Active Bystander Training:
Creating Safety in Contentious
Times
Thursday evening, November 16th @ 7 PM

In these two sessions we will begin to engage what next steps
we can take and how our congregation can be in solidarity
with those threatened with detention or deportation and how
to respond to the challenge of the 2017 General Synod of the
UCC which called each congregation to declare itself an Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.
We hope to be joined by those facing the threat of deportation and others in the interfaith community partnering with
Framingham Companeras to hear firsthand the effect that
our immigration policies and stepped up enforcement have
on families that have an undocumented family member. Sign
up during coffeehour in the vestry or contact the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org.

Recognizing and Responding
to Micro-aggression
Monday, November 6 @ 7:00 PM

We’ve all seen it and probably done it. A white person
clutches or shifts a handbag as they walk by a person of
color. Someone asks a person of Asian background who was
born and raised in the US, “Where are you from really?” Or
a black person is asked to speak for all people of color. Or
a woman is told that she is “really pretty for a dark skinned
girl.”A microaggression is an indirect, subtle, or unintentional discrimination against members of a marginalized group.
How can we do a better job of recognizing microaggression
and how can we interrupt or challenge them?
This workshop seeks to unmask racism in our lives, and to
encourage long-term engagement in racial justice ministry.
Our facilitator for this workshop is Melissa Patrick, founder
and senior consultant of Equity & Expectations. She will
guide participants to self-reflect on their attitudes and ideas
of how race matters in our daily lives. Through sharing
of personal stories, participants will have the opportunity
learn vocabulary for, and an understanding of, the concepts
involved in talking about race relations. Participants will
also explore ways of talking about race in a respectful and
forthright manner. This workshop is a 2-hour workshop.
This program is made possible by a special grant from our
Outreach Team.

Have you ever witnessed a situation that feels unfair or wrong
or troubling and not known how to intervene? Active bystandership does not mean aggression against a harm-doer,
but rather taking responsible action to help people in need,
instead of remaining a passive onlooker. A trained facilitator
from Quabbin Mediation will lead the workshop and teach
participants how to recognize when you are a bystander and
how to interrupt harm and generate positive actions by others.
You will take away a changed and empowered vision of an
individual’s role in creating a supportive and engaged community. Cost: $10; scholarships available. Space is limited
and reservations are required (admin@firstchurchnatick.org or
508-653-0971).

“Singing in Solidarity with our
Immigrant Neighbors”
A Multi-Faith, Multi-Cultural
Concert
Sunday, Nov. 5, 4:00-6:00 PM
Greater Framingham Community Church
44 Franklin Street in Framingham
Musical groups from a variety of local faith communities will
team up with the Willie Sordillo quartet and Nick Page from
Mystic Chorale to present a fundraising concert to benefit the
“Neighbors’ Fund to respond to immigrant neighbors who
find themselves in crisis.
The Neighbors’ Fund is being organized through the Framingham Solidarity Network and will assist with posting bond,
helping to pay for lawyers and translators and assisting family
members of those detained.
If you have been feeling as if there is so much happening right
now that you feel powerless to change, come out and join this
spirit-filled gathering. Recharge your passion, connect with
people who care. Reach out and let our vulnerable neighbors
know that we care.

A Weekend to Remember
Reconnect, Refresh, Renew: Retreat on Beautiful
Lake Winnipesaukee!
November 10-12
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”
~ Isaiah 55:12
Make time to relax and engage with each other this fall on the Veteran’s Day Weekend at the beautiful Brookwoods
Conference Center, located at the southern end of Lake Winnipesaukee. The conference center sits on more than 475
acres of woodlands in the New Hampshire Lakes Region overlooking Lake Winnipesaukee. The comfortable lodging
and delicious meals will be sure to make this a memorable retreat for everyone. (Picture summer camp on a lake with
bunkhouse cabins spaced throughout the woods with a big dining hall with meeting spaces, ping-pong, pool tables and
foosball.) The perfect place for people of all ages to relax your body, refresh your soul, renew your mind and reconnect
with one another! (Families welcome!)
We can’t spend time in the White Mountains of New Hampshire and not focus on nature and the environment, so the
overarching theme of the retreat is “Connecting with Nature”. There will be lots of opportunities to enjoy the stark
outdoor beauty of the area – New Hampshire offers so much - even in the offseason - hiking; fairy houses; journaling;
painting; just to name a few structured activities available. The lake might be too cold to take a dip, but it will be beautiful to behold!
Retreats, as time and space set apart from the everyday demands of life, offer the possibility of renewing ourselves and
renewing our relationships with God and others. This retreat promises participants a time and space to be fully present; to
do work that is hard to accomplish, or to partake in reflection that eludes us in the regular rhythm of our lives. Throughout the Gospels, we find Jesus retreating for prayer in the midst of his preaching, teaching and healing. Let’s follow his
lead and get away from the chaos of life for a few hours to reconnect with nature.

Details:
Includes all food, housing and activities from 7 PM on Friday, November 10 through 3 PM on Sunday, November 12.
Retreat cost:
Adults (age 16+) ~ $140/adult
Youth (age 12-15) ~ $131/youth
Children (age 6-11) ~ $125/child
Children under 6 ~ no charge
Private room additional fee ~ $40/room (limited / first come basis)
Deposits ($100/person) are due on October 22
Final payments due on Sunday, November 5.

Natick Service Council’s 3rd
Annual “Fall for Natick” event
Friday, October 13th, 7:00 - 10:00 PM @
Walnut Hill, Delbridge Center for the Arts,
12 Highland Street, Natick
Please join the Natick Service
Council on Friday, October
13th at Walnut Hill’s newest
building, the Delbridge Family Center for the Arts! The
evening will be full of seasonal
food, fun and fantastic auction items to benefit the Natick
Service Council and celebrate Natick!
Last year’s event sold out, so don’t wait! Purchase
tickets now! Tickets are $75 and are available at the
NSC office or online at www.501auctions.com/nscfallfornatick/tickets?type=11595 or by scanning this
QR code.

Super Saturday

October 21, 2017 from 8:00 AM to 3:45 PM
@ Keefe Regional Technical High School
750 Winter Street, Framingham
Each spring and fall, the Massachusetts Conference holds a
Super Saturday event – a full-day of skill building, networking and discussing best practices. Each event offers numerous workshops, a keynote address, worship, a marketplace of
vendors and ideas and an opportunity for church leaders, both
clergy and lay, to network with one another.
On October 21st, join hundreds of pastors and lay leaders
from across the Massachusetts and Rhode Island Conferences of the United Church of Christ for worship, workshops, forums, networking and a marketplace. The keynote
presentation will feature Reverend Noel Anderson around
immigrant and refugee issues in response to the unwelcoming political narratives of these times.
Schedule:
8:00 – 9:00 AM: Registration, refreshments
9:00 – 10:15 AM: Opening worship
10:30 – 11:45 AM: Morning workshops
12:00 –1:30 PM: Lunch and Lunchtime activities
1:45 - 3:15 PM: Afternoon workshops
3:25 - 3:45 PM: Closing worship together
Over fifty workshops are being offered related to various
aspects of church life, mission and ministries — from climate
change to white privilege, racial justice, considering civil
disobedience, prayer and spirituality, capital campaigns, mental
health ministries, church leadership training and innovative approaches to worship and education.

Balm in Gilead: Understanding
and Responding to Mental Health
Challenges
“What Is Mental Illness?”
Tuesday, October 17 @ 7:00 PM
With Rev. Dr. John Weagraff
Millions of people struggle with mental illness—psychotic
disorders, mood disorder, anxiety disorders, neurological disorders (autism, dementia), etc., irrespective of age, race, gender,
culture, ethnicity, economic status, etc. They are your friends,
neighbors, co-workers and family members. 1 in 4 Americans
meets criteria for a major depressive disorder at one time or
another during their lifetime. And, you have heard the statistics
on autism; 1 in 68 children is afflicted with an autism spectrum
disorder. Despite the prevalence of these and other syndromes,
misunderstanding and prejudice (stigma) at a personal, communal and societal level persist. We invite you to join us in
walking out of the darkness of stigmatization of the mentally ill
and into the light of understanding and acceptance.
This “overview,” the first in a series of four sessions, will set
the table around which we hope to move the discussion of
mental illness beyond the confines of the clinicians’ offices,
locked wards, hushed encounters among embarrassed family
members and biased media reports to encourage conversation
and dialogue with the aim of achieving greater acceptance of
those struggling with mental illness—the afflicted, their family
members and communities in which they live. Specific topics
to follow will include: the impact of mental illness on individuals, the impact on family and communities, mental illness
and substance abuse, and mental illness and trauma.
Join in a year-long series of sermons, study, videos, conversation and other resources to address the challenges faced by
individuals and their loved ones who are coping with mental
health challenges. The series will begin during worship with
the Rev. Dr. John Weagraff on October 15th.

An Evening with Reverend
Traci Blackmon
Saturday, October 28, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
United Church in Walpole (30 Common St.)
Join The Rev. Traci
Blackmon, Executive Minister of Justice & Witness Ministries of The United
Church of Christ,
for an evening of
inspiration and deep
learning surrounding
social justice issues
in our nation.

Some great new topics as
Pub Theology returns to the
Morse Tavern!
Thursdays, October 26th & November 30th @ 7:30 PM
Some of the most important moments in the history of the church
took place in a pub! The tradition continues with “God on Tap”
at Morse Tavern. The format is simple – beverages, munchies,
conversation and God. Everything is up for discussion. The more
opinions the better! Seating is limited. Sign up in the vestry during
coffeehour or contact the office (admin@firstchurchnatick.org or
508-653-0971).

On October 26th, our topic will be Rethinking Death. In central
and southern Mexico, the Day of the Dead is a holiday that coincides with the Feast of All Saints. It is that feast that gives HallowRev. Blackmon is a een its name – All Hallows Eve. On the Day of the Dead the gates
of heaven open at midnight to allow the spirits of deceased children
featured voice with many regional, national, and international media outlets and a frequent contributor to print to return to their families for 24 hours and the following day, the
publications. Rev. Blackmon's communal leadership and Feast of All Souls, the spirits of adults come to enjoy the festivities
that have been prepared for them. Families prepare beautiful altars
work in the aftermath of the killing of Michael Brown,
laden with candles and marigolds and fruit and peanuts and tortilla
Jr., in Ferguson, MO, has gained her both national and
international recognition and audiences from the White and cocoa as well as little folk art skeletons and sugar skulls. Later
that day the festivities move to the cemetery complete with the vilHouse to the Carter Center to the Vatican. She was aplage band where they decorate the tombs and reminisce about their
pointed to the Ferguson Commission by Governor Jay
Nixon and to the President's Advisory Council on Faith- loved one. These customs may seem very strange, almost macabre
Based Neighborhood Partnerships for the White House to us, but how do we celebrate and honor our dead. What traditions
do you have? What traditions can we borrow? What traditions do
by President Barack H. Obama.
we need? Or is this whole conversation more than a little weird?
“Traci is a game changer. If we are talking about our
Whatever your reaction, join us on October 26th and we will see
promise to live out bold, public witness, this woman
where it goes?
lives that out to a level of which we can all be proud,”
Then on November 30th, we will continue our celebration of the
said Rev. John Dorhauer. UCC General Minister and
500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation with the question,
President. “This is a woman who can make a differShould We Put the “Protest” Back into “Protestant?” The recent
ence.”
PBS series on Vietnam brought into focus just how difficult it was
Rev. Blackmon toured the nation with Rev. Dr. William 50 years ago when the country was so sharply divided over the war.
Barber of Moral Mondays and Repairer of the Breech,
What is the role of protest in our democracy? Does it ever come at
Rev. Dr. James Forbes of The Drum Major Institute and too high a cost? 500 years ago, Luther became the voice of a difPastor Emeritus of The Riverside Church in New York, fuse protest movement seeking to change hearts and minds. What
and Sister Simone Campbell of Nuns on the Bus, proare the issues that we feel called to protest? How do we make our
claiming the need for a Moral Revival in this nation.
voice heard most effectively? What are the causes for which we
Rev. Blackmon is a graduate of Leadership St. Louis and would echo Luther’s words, “Here I stand, I can do no other.”
currently serves on the boards of The Samuel DeWitt
Proctor Conference, Chicago Theological Seminary, and
WomanPreach!
She is an inspirational speaker and has an important
message for us in these critical times.
Reception to follow in Bradford Lewis Hall.
This is a ticketed event. Please secure your ticket online
at www.unitedwalpole.org/eveningwithtraci.

Lunch Bunch is back!

Friday, October 20th @ 12:30 PM
It was great to see so many folks back around the tables in the
vestry when lunch bunch resumed for its 13th season after our
summer break. Hope you can join us in the vestry next time
for Lunch Bunch on Friday, October 20th at 12:30 PM.
If you are free at lunch time, we’ve got a seat for you! Lunch
Bunch a free-wheeling of conversation and catching up. Just
bring a sandwich. We’ll have cold drinks and hot coffee and
goodies to share! No worries if you have to eat and run. It
would be fun to have you join in for whatever window you
have open. Or if you are passing through downtown around
noon, just stop in and say hello, even if you can’t linger. It will
be great to see you and check in on what’s happening with
you! If you need transportation, just give the office a call
(508-653-0971). We would be pleased to pick you up!

Our next Family Promise hosting
week begins November 19!
Family Promise offers hope to homeless families with children through safe transitional shelter, meals and supportive
case management as they seek permanent housing. We open
our church building three to four weeks each year to provide a
welcoming place for homeless families to stay. Volunteer opportunities range from set-up to shopping to hosting meals to
offering activities for the children and overnight stays. Watch
for the sign-up link to learn more about times and tasks and to
find a slot that might work for your schedule – or contact the
church officef or more info

Riverbend Bible Study
November 2nd @ 2 PM

Our exploration of the book of Genesis resumes this fall with
the series of stories about Joseph –from his coat of many
colors to rise to power in Egypt. We hear about the remorse of
brothers, the grief of a father, the perilous position of a slave
and the ability of God to weave hope from despair and powerlessness. Events that originally seem to thwart God’s promise
emerge as the means by which God once again makes a way
where there is no way. Join us in the library at Riverbend Rehab, 34 South Lincoln in South Natick on the first Thursday
of each month.

History Night and Tour at the
Foley’s Home
Saturday evening, November 19 @ 7pm

Neal and Amy Foley invite us to join them at 24 West Central Street in Natick for a tour of their wonderful historic
home and to learn more about the adjacent Old Indian Burial
Grounds and our connection to its history. Adults only.

Silent Movie Night
Saturday, November 4 @ 7:00 PM

Everybody in New York City “is in such a hurry that they
take Saturday’s bath on Friday so they can do Monday’s
washing on Sunday.” But in one slower-paced, “old-fashioned corner of the city,” Pop Dillon owns and operates the
city’s last horse-drawn streetcar. His granddaughter, Jane
is in love with Harold “Speedy” Swift. The film stars the
famous comedian, Harold Lloyd in his last silent film to be
released in theatres. Accompanying the movie on our grand
piano in the sanctuary will be the amazing Rob Humpreville,
who improvises the movie’s “soundtrack” on the spot as the
plot unfolds. Join us for “Speedy” and experience the time
before the “talkies.” It is a great family night out!
A free will contribution is requested to offset expenses.

All are welcome to join the FCC
Bookgroup on Sunday, October 15
We meet in the parlor right after worship and have a light
lunch. This is a short book.
We’ll talk about The Man Who Invented Christmas : How
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol Rescued His Career and
Revived Our Holiday Spirits by Les Standiford.
This is an insightful book about our Christmas traditions and
how Dickens wrote this story from his personal experience of
Victorian England’s social and economic inequalities, some
insight about the publishing business in that era and how this
story resonated with the public and revived the celebration of
Christmas with blessings for one and all.
This book was adapted as a movie (same title) coming late
November starring Dan Stevens, Christopher Plummer and
Jonathan Pryce. We’ll set up a movie date for early December
as a group outing!

October 22nd is ONA Sunday!

Natick Open Studios

On October 22nd we will celebrate the 14th anniversary of
the adoption of our Open and Affirming covenant:

October 21 from 11 to 5 PM and October 22
from 12:00 to 5:00 PM

The First Congregational Church of Natick affirms the dignity
and worth of every person. We are called to express the love
and welcome of Christ. We celebrate the diversity of God’s
creation and the gifts, talents and resources of all who strive
to build a church that is faithful to God.

Now in its 17th year, Natick Artists Open Studios is comprised of over 80 artists who live, work or show in Natick,
and guest artists. Open Studios is committed to bringing art
to the local community by opening up studios and welcoming
conversations about the experience of creating art. It offers
the opportunity to see art, learn about how it is made, and buy
local art directly from the artists. Participants include painters, photographers, creators of jewelry, ceramicists, sculptors,
woodworkers as well as paper, fabric, glass and garden artists
-- and even musicians!.

We, therefore, covenant to be an open and affirming congregation. We embrace and support those who experience rejection and find themselves in exile from spiritual community.
We welcome people of every ability, race, culture, gender,
economic circumstance, gender identity, gender expression
and sexual orientation.
Our guest preacher for our anniversary celebration will be Dr.
Patricia Sánchez-Connally. She was in born in El Salvador
and immigrated to the United States when she was eleven
years old.
Dr. Sanchez Connally is an assistant professor, advocate and
activist who works with young adults to bring awareness
to issues of social justice. She believes that empowering
students and validating their experiences is an effective way
to create change. Patricia has mentored dozens of students
throughout her career as an academic counselor, program
coordinator and assistant professor. Recently, she organized
and led an alternative spring break to Texas where students
volunteered at different organizations that aid migrants.
She is the recipient of the 2013 Association of Hispanics in
Higher Education Fellowship and was voted 2017 Faculty
Member of the Year at Framingham State University. Dr.
Sánchez-Connally earned a B.A. in Sociology from Framingham State University, M.A. from University of Massachusetts-Boston and a Ph.D. in Sociology from University of
Massachusetts-Amherst.
Following worship, there will be an opportunity at noon for a
conversation with Dr. Sanchez-Connally about her experience
and discuss how our congregation might create a connection
to the border crossing experience that she has pioneered at
FSU. Please sign up in the vestry during coffee hour or contact the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@ firstchurchnatick.org.

This year our congregation will again be one of the locations
in town which will be exhibiting a number of local artists in
our vestry. In addition, Lynne Carriker is coordinating a table
of our own artists and crafters who have contributed pieces to
raise funds for the Neighbors’ Fund to assist area immigrants
facing deportation.

Calling artists of all sorts and all ages!

This year’s Open Studios features a special First Church
table! Lynn Carriker, who has created some wonderful paintings, plans to donate her work to assist those who are dealing
with changes in immigration enforcement that have greatly
increased the risk of deportation. Lynn is hoping other
talented artists and crafters in our congregation might join her
in donating an item of their work to support this cause. She is
coordinating a table at this year’s Open Studios exhibit in our
vestry on October 21 and 22, which will feature her works
and other items created by our own talented First Church artists and crafters. All the proceeds from the sale of these one
of a kind items will benefit the “Neighbors’ Fund,” organized
through the Framingham Solidarity Network, to assist those
in crisis due to their immigration status with posting bond,
helping to pay for lawyers and translators and reaching out to
family members of those detained.
If you have an item that you would like to donate to this
cause, please contact Lynn at 508-655-5790.

The Text that Changed the World

Tuesday evenings, November 7 & 14 @ 7 PM
“The Protestant Reformation began 500 years ago…Ideas
that exploded out of those years are now a part of the air that
we breathe. 500 years ago people died for them. But time
turns the revolutionary into the everyday. We take key reformation claims for granted. We can’t even see them; they’re
just a part of who we are.” These words introduce a new
collection of essays celebrating the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation by the Stillspeaking Writers. We will dig into a
little history, explore the legacy and discover the power that
still remains in “the text that changed the world.” The cost
for the book is $5.

Natick Day at First Church
Our location might not have been optimal, but we had a
determined crew of promoters out on the common on Natick
Day and before long winners of the 2017 Ball Toss Challenge
were crossing Central Street to collect their prize of ringing
our steeple bell and the ringing continued all day long.
Over in the preschool play yard, the petting zoo opened for
visitors at 11 AM where our Natick friends and neighbors
were able to pet and play with goats and bunnies and ducks
and chicks and the most adorable black and white piglets in
the world! Congrats to the wonderful Welcome Team and
all our great volunteers who helped us open the doors on our
Front Porch wide!

December 3 & 10 at 4:00 PM
Step Back in Time to a Day When
Christmas Was Different!
The Welcome Team has created a portal into the past this
December when our sanctuary will evoke the spirits of
those who first sat in its pews in 1875. We have teamed
up with our friends at the Natick Historical Society to open
our doors for two wonderful 45-minute celebrations of a
“Victorian Christmas” on December 3 and 10 at 4:00 PM.

First Church Assembles 8
Emergency Clean-up Buckets
and 24 Hygiene Kits
It’s been one epic hurricane after another hitting the southern
US and the Islands. And the response of our congregation
and been rapid and generous. In just two weeks, members
and friends responded with toothbrushes and household
cleaner and sponges and reusable towels and a variety of
other basic necessities to help those devastated by the storms
begin to put their lives back together. In total 8 buckets and
24 hygiene kits were assembled by our Senior youth group.
The buckets and kits carry our prayers as well. We gathered
to bless them during worship on October 1st before delivering them to the Church World Service depot for transport to
areas of greatest need.
In addition to items donated, $255 was contributed to complete the kits, as well as $1,195 for financial assistance for
those affected areas.
Thanks so much for your support!

Sit side by side with neighbors in period costumes
surrounded by evergreen and ribbons and carols and
special holiday music and readings from days gone by.
The celebration will conclude in song and candlelight. It’s
a kinder, gentler, more meaningful Christmas than you are
likely to find on the streets and stores of the 21st century.
Invite your friends and family and neighbors to see what
Christmas can be like.

Take a moment to review your
Quarterly Giving Statement
We hope you received your quarterly giving statement and that
you will take a moment to review it. Quarterly statements are
prepared for all those who make a pledge during our annual
Stewardship Campaign. In addition, annual statements are sent
to all contributors at year’s end for your tax purposes.
It is simple to receive annual statements if you do not currently receive them for your records. You do not need to make
a pledge. You simply need to identify the gift — either by
contributing with a check or requesting offering envelopes or
placing cash in the generic giving envelopes that are available
at the entries to the sanctuary. Please be sure to note your name
on these envelopes so that we can credit your contribution to
your account! If you have questions, just contact the church
office and we will find the answer.

Spooktacular on the Natick
Common (for ages 3 – 9)

Saturday, October 28th: Festivities begin
@ 12:00 PM; Parade @ 2:00 PM
Join in Natick’s 18th annual “Spooktacular Event” Halloween Party and Trick or Treat Parade. Activities and
attractions include “Balloon Twister,” fire trucks, cookie decorating, pumpkin decorating, donut-on-a-string,
temporary tattoos, bookmobile, apple cider, and Guess
the Weight of the “Great” Pumpkin. At 2:00 PM, there
will be two separate children’s parades winding their
way through downtown seeking candy and treats.
The rain date will be Sunday, October 29th at noon,
but there will be no parade through the downtown
area with a reschedule.

Heritage Chorale Fall Concert:
Folksongs, Carols, & Lullabies
Sunday, November 19th, 4:00 PM
St. Mark’s School, Putnam Family Arts
Center, 25 Marlboro Road, Southborough
Charming melodies, witty poetry, humorous or poignant story-lines make folksongs and lullabies everlasting gems.
Gustav Holst’s Six Choral Folksongs presents a wide
range of character and emotion — from hauntingly
poignant (“I Love My Love”) to robust (“Swansea
Town”).
Contemporary British composer Cecilia McDowall introduces listeners to love and courtship, flavored with
both swagger and lyricism. Arranged for chorus and
harp accompaniment, A Fancy of Folksongs invites us
to joyfully celebrate youthful love.
Christmas carols, with their singable, memorable
melodies and narrative texts, are much like folksongs.
American composer Conrad Susa’s Carols and Lullabies is a collection of Spanish, Puerto Rican, Mexican, and Catalonian carols, all popular in the American
Southwest. His delicate scoring of the accompaniment
calls for harp, guitar, and marimba, to create a magical texture over which the carol melodies sparkle and
dance.
Visit HeritageChorale.org to order tickets in advance
of the concert. Tickets may also be purchased at the
door.
Singing in this concert from FCN will be Jonathan
Guest, Sarallyn Keller, Wendy Robbins and Barb
Bertram.

Buy a homemade pie for Thanksgiving from
the West Virginia Workcampers & help the
underprivileged in Appalachia
and our neighbors in Natick, too!
Place your order by Sunday, November 19th!
Pies may be delivered to you (in Natick only) or picked up in the
church kitchen on Wednesday, November 22nd
(1 – 3 PM & 5 – 8 PM).
Please complete this order form and place it in the offering plate or
mail to the church office (2 E. Central St., Natick).
*** Please make checks payable to “WV Workcamp” ***
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Quantity for my family:
___ 9” pumpkin: $10
___ 9” apple: $12

___ 9” pecan: $15

___ I wish to have my order delivered (Natick residents only).
___ I want to donate a pie(s) to the Natick Service Council
Thanksgiving Basket Project.
__ 9” pumpkin: $10 ___ 9” apple: $12 ___ 9” pecan: $15

Join in our
Thanksgiving Ingathering
Sunday, November 19th!
Thanks to your regular donations and donations from others in our
community, the Natick Food Pantry is able to help keep food on the
table for those in our town for whom a job loss or a health crisis or a
car breakdown or a heating bill has forced them
to cut back on groceries. And during the holidays, the Natick Service Council reaches out to
provide more than just the essentials. This year
the Natick Service Council will again distribute
more than 150 Thanksgiving baskets to local
families in need.
Again this year, we will focus our energy for Thanksgiving on gathering the perishable and other items NSC needs for the baskets that
make the Thanksgiving meal feel like a bounty of God’s goodness!
Please look through the list below of the perishable and other items
that the Service Council needs for the Thanksgiving baskets, and on
November 20th, bring whatever you can contribute to worship for our
Thanksgiving Ingathering.
• Potatoes
• Onions

• Squash
• Stuffing mix

• Canned cranberry sauce
• Turkey gravy in jar

SPARK Kindness is very pleased to present the 5th annual
Resilient Parent, Resilient Child speaker series. These programs are FREE of charge thanks to sponsor and community
support. Visit SPARKKindness.org to learn more, to register
for programs, and for schedule updates and changes. All are
welcome!

Breaking Points: A Community Conversation
about Teen Stress
Wednesday, 10/11/17, 7– 9 PM at Natick High School
For students, parents and caregivers (middle and high school)
Breaking Points is a 30-minute film with candid perspectives
from teens, college students, and leading health experts about
the pressure that today’s youth experience and the unhealthy
ways that teens may try to cope, such as misusing prescription drugs. A panel discussion with teen and adult community
members will follow the film.
Lead Sponsors: Natick Health Department, Natick Together
for Youth, Natick Opioid Task Force, SOAR Natick (Supporting Our Addicts’ Recovery), MetroWest Regional Coalition for
Suicide Prevention, Natick Public Schools, SPARK Kindness

October 28th, 6:30 - 9:30 PM
Sheraton Framingham Hotel &
Conference Center
1667 Worcester Rd., Framingham
Join Family Promise Metrowest for an evening of food
tasting and auction to benefit families who are homeless.
Enjoy delicious small-plate tastings from local restaurants.
Entertainment throughout the evening for your pleasure.
Tickets
General Admission Tickets October 10 to event date: $100
Reserve a table for 10 for $1,250.
Visit www.501auctions.com/fpm or
www.familypromisemetrowest for details and tickets.

After the Troops Came
Marching Home:
Post-WWII Natick, 1945 - 1960

Changing the Game: Raising Happy, High
Sunday, October 15th, 2:00 - 4:30 PM
Performing Athletes, and Giving Youth Sports
in the vestry
Back to Our Kids
Monday, 10/23/17, 7– 9 PM at Natick High School
For athletes, coaches, parents and caregivers (all ages)
This talk, by coach and leading expert John O’Sullivan, will
address strategies to promote a healthy sports experience for
young people and help them achieve their potential while having fun.
Lead Sponsors: MutualOne Charitable Foundation, SPARK
Kindness, Natick Public Schools, Resilient Athlete Program

Elementary School Parent Workshops:
Hot Topics
Tuesday,11/7/17 | 6:30–8:30 PM at Wilson Middle School
For parents and caregivers(preschool and elementary school)
Elementary educators and administrators will conduct workshops sharing their professional and personal expertise, offering tips on navigating the elementary years.
Lead Sponsors: Natick Public Schools and SPARK Kindness

This October, join the Natick Historical Society as we explore
Natick’s post-World War II history. Please help us welcome
architectural historian and keynote speaker Kathleen Kelly
Broomer for a lively discussion on the changing face of
Natick neighborhoods after 1945, and other fascinating aspects of the world that our Baby Boomers grew up in!
This event is sponsored by Middlesex Bank & Home Finders of MA.

UCC sending first round of assistance to partners in Puerto Rico
September 29, 2017
Written by Connie Larkman
The United Church of Christ is sending the first of many grants to church partners in Puerto Rico on Friday, to get drinking
water, first aid, and fuel to as many people as possible on the hurricane-ravaged island where life-saving supplies seem to be
limited.
The denomination dispatched a $10,000 solidarity grant on Sept. 29 to the Iglesia Cristiana (Discípulos de Cristo) en Puerto
Rico (Christian Church-Disciples of Christ in Puerto Rico, or ICDCPR) to equip pastors and lay leaders assessing the needs in
dozens of local communities.
“ICDCPR will be conducting an assessment with pastors and lay leaders in approximately 5 to 10 towns in Puerto Rico on this
first initiative,” said the Rev. Angel Rivera-Agosto, Global Ministries (the common ministry of the UCC and Christian Church
Disciples of Christ) executive for Latin America and the Caribbean. “Part of this evaluation will be worked through visits to
affected areas, interviews with victims, valuation of damages and seeking alternatives to overcome the crisis created by the
passing of the hurricane. Partners will be handling first aid kits, electric generators, drinking water, water filters, non-perishable
food, battery-powered radios, batteries and other in-kind donations according to the needs they will be facing. We estimate serving 5,000-10,000 church members and community neighbors through 20 communities.”
Three and a half million Puerto Ricans face a devastating humanitarian crisis. In the 10
days since Hurricane Maria decimated the U.S. commonwealth with 150 mph winds,
drenching rains, flooding and mudslides, millions are left without power, 40 percent
without drinking water, and there are long lines for food and limited fuel. More than
11,000 are in shelters, and countless homes have been damaged. The majority of roads
on the island are severely damaged or destroyed. Communications continue to be a challenge because cell towers and phone lines are down.
On Thursday, the Trump administration temporarily waived the Jones Act, a 97-year old set of restrictions which limit shipping
between U.S. ports to U.S. owned-and-operated vessels, to help get fuel, medicine, food and water to Puerto Rico, but problems
remain getting supplies off the docks in the U.S. and into the hands of the people who need them.
UCC Justice and Witness Ministries, in an action alert, is urging church members to stand with Puerto Rico by reaching out to
lawmakers, telling them to hold federal and local authorities accountable for the immediate distribution of aid, and to ensure that
Puerto Rico has the long-term capability to recover and rebuild, by making the lifting of the Jones Act permanent.
Zach Wolgemuth, UCC Disaster Ministries executive, has been in touch with Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
contacts, and said he hopes to link their resources with those who need them. “One of my jobs in the immediate future is going
to be helping connect our Global Ministries church partners with FEMA resources and other organizations where we have longstanding partnerships and relationships. This work has already begun.”
The United Church of Christ has a long history of walking with the people of Puerto Rico in the form of support for Puerto Rican self-determination through General Synod statements and strong relations with the churches of Iglesia Evangelica Unida de
Puerto Rico. This year at General Synod, the denomination launched an 18-month Caribbean Initiative to celebrate and support
our partners in that country, as well as in Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Venezuela, and Colombia. The crisis
following the hurricanes only intensifies that effort. The Rev. James Moos, UCC national officer and co-executive of Global
Ministries, said the church will be there with the most vulnerable, advocating and serving alongside them.
“We have partners in numerous places in the Caribbean including Puerto Rico which has been devastated by the Hurricane Maria,” Moos said. “We will visit partners in Puerto Rico when the situation on the ground allows for it. Currently it is desperately
short of electricity, fuel and water, and we don’t want a visit to place an additional burden on our partners who are struggling to
meet their own immediate needs. It’s important to note that we will be working with Caribbean partners on long-term recovery
efforts. In the wake of a major disaster we are typically engaged for a period of three to five years, and often much longer. We
need prayers and financial donations to facilitate this effort.”
More than a half a million dollars has already been donated to the UCC disaster relief fund for recovery assistance following
Harvey, Irma and Maria, much appreciated gifts that will be used to restore lives around the affected regions.
“We have now seen Houston devastated by Harvey, Florida damaged by Irma – and now Puerto Rico utterly ruined by Maria.
My God, when will it end? It has been heartwarming to see the outpouring of love and support coming in from our churches. We
all want to do our part to help – and it matters. Please give to support the relief work. 100% of the money you give goes to direct
relief aid – your OCWM contributions cover the overhead expenses,” said the Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC general minister and
president. “Help us live out our commitment to build a just world for ALL.”

First Church Natick participates in the second annual
“Concert Across America to End Gun Violence”
Over the last weekend in September, First Church Natick joined a coalition of artists, activists and organizations to “Sing One
Song to End Gun Violence” and raise awareness about this public health crisis.
Concert Chair John Rosenthal commented that “Gun violence is an issue that
affects all communities, and everyone should have an opportunity to work
towards a solution. By sharing a message of love and kindness to end gun
violence, we can remember and honor lost loved ones.” The challenge began
on International Peace Day and concluded on the day set aside by Congress to
remember those lives lost to gun violence.
World record submissions included videos that ranged from choral arrangements to a cappella, to Hawaiian ukulele versions,
to gospel and Spanish versions. Participants included thousands of individuals from all walks of life including school children from over a dozen schools including San Mateo, CA, Bedford, MA, Memphis, TN, the Southeast Asia School for the
Deaf, and social work students in San Jose, gun violence victims like Purpose Over Pain, a group of mothers who lost their
children in Chicago, the San Quentin Men’s Prison choir, the Grandmothers Against Gun Violence in Seattle and Cape Cod
and a senior center in California. With the largest group submitting from a Birmingham, MI Unitarian Church. ...But we were
definitely the “coolest!”
Now more than ever, we need to find every way we can to bring an end to this public health epidemic. Here are some resources to learn more about what you can do:
ucc.org/gunviolence faithsagainstgunviolence.org newtownaction.org momsdemandaction.org everytown.org

The Town Forest, Open Space Advisory, Cochituate Rail Trail, Friends of Natick Trails,
the Trails Maintenance Committees, and Keep Natick Beautiful
Invite you to:

Natick Trails Day
When: Saturday, October 21, 2017, 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Where: Cochituate Aqueduct Trail
Purpose: To continue improving one of our newest Trails.

We need your help!
Come for an hour, part of the morning, a full afternoon, or the entire
day – whatever fits your schedule!
If you have any of these tools, please bring them. We’ll mark them
and put them to good use on the trail work activities: mattock,
loppers, rake, shovel, weed whackers.
Bring your own work gloves; but we’ll have extra gloves, too.
(Please park along Erie Drive – East Natick Industrial Park off Oak St.
Dress in long pants, long sleeve shirt, sturdy boots or sneakers
(Bring your own lunch, sunblock, insect repellant, and water bottle)
RSVP: Natick Trails Maintenance Committee / Facebook page or to: Pat Conaway bpconaway@gmail.com; (508-740-9949)

“Ham It Up”
Ham & Bean Supper

Saturday, October 14th @ 6:00 PM
Our Ham and Bean Supper has become a tradition here at First Church. We can’t resist putting a modern spin
on the traditional New England Ham & Bean Supper of old. The dinner is definitely family friendly with
kid-safe mac and cheese - just in case your younger set is the suspicious sort when it comes to trying new
food. Chef Bob Seiche mined his family archives for time-tested recipes for three kinds of baked beans and the
famous New England brown bread cooked in cans. They are delicious - can’t you see the butter melting on the
brown bread right now?
And what better way to top off a delicious meal than with our very own trivia meister, Lane McDonough,
leading us in an excellent trivia challenge! Hope you can join us for a fun night. No big agenda - just a good
time with old friends and with new. We will pass the hat to cover expenses. Sign-up on Sunday or contact the
church office to make your reservation (admin@FirstChurchNatick.org or 508-653-0971).
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